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Introduction

English has a three-hundred-year history in India, introduced by the British during their
colonial rule. Initially brought through trading activities of the East India Company in the
early 1600s, English was promoted by missionaries and later institutionalized as the
medium of education and administration. Over time, it evolved from a colonial tool to a
vital part of Indian society, symbolizing better education, culture, and intellect. Today,
English plays a crucial role in inter-state and international communication and dominates
sectors like law, business, and governance.

The British established universities in Bombay, Calcutta, and Madras by 1857, making
English the primary language of higher education. The colonial administration aimed to
create a class of Indians who were culturally Indian but thought like the British. Schools
emphasizing English instruction flourished, and fluency in English became a marker of
social and economic advancement. Despite India’s independence in 1947, English retained
its significance as an associate language, ensuring neutrality in a linguistically diverse
country.

Indian English has evolved into a distinct variety influenced by local languages and cultural
contexts. Its pronunciation and grammar reflect the influence of regional speech patterns,
while code-switching, or mixing English with Indian languages, has become a common
practice. Words like guru, yogi, and zamindar have even entered global English
vocabulary. This adaptation underscores the global phenomenon of “Englishes,” where
regional varieties develop unique identities.

In contemporary India, English continues to dominate education, media, and governance,
serving as a bridge language across the country's vast linguistic landscape. It facilitates
upward mobility and access to global opportunities, making it indispensable in modern life.
Although some argue for promoting indigenous languages, English remains practical for
national unity and global competitiveness. Its journey from a colonial language to an
integral part of India’s identity highlights its enduring relevance in the nation’s cultural and
economic framework.
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